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in the course of the twentieth century no war looms as profoundly transformative or as
destructive as world war ii its global scope and human toll reveal the true face of modern
industrialized warfare now for the first time we have a comprehensive single volume account of
how and why this global conflict evolved as it did a war to be won is a unique and powerful
operational history of the second world war that tells the full story of battle on land on sea and in
the air williamson murray and allan r millett analyze the operations and tactics that defined the
conduct of the war in both the european and pacific theaters moving between the war room and
the battlefield we see how strategies were crafted and revised and how the multitudes of
combat troops struggled to discharge their orders the authors present incisive portraits of the
military leaders on both sides of the struggle demonstrating the ambiguities they faced the
opportunities they took and those they missed throughout we see the relationship between the
actual operations of the war and their political and moral implications a war to be won is the
culmination of decades of research by two of america s premier military historians it avoids a
celebratory view of the war but preserves a profound respect for the problems the allies faced
and overcame as well as a realistic assessment of the axis accomplishments and failures it is
the essential military history of world war ii from the sino japanese war in 1937 to the surrender

of japan in 1945 for students scholars and general readers alike
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bomber raids over germany to the long grinding struggle in the deserts of north africa and the
crucial battle of the atlantic the middle passage of the second world war was all about turning
back the nazi tide these catalytic moments would come to define the course of the war and its
outcome they encompass the most vicious fighting the most hair raising strategy and the most
breathtaking bravery across the battlefronts on land sea and air to the streets fields and
factories of britain america africa and europe holland shows in his own dramatic and compelling
style how the fortunes of war were changed and what happened when the allies were finally
able to fight back impeccably researched and superbly written holland s fascinating sage offers
a mixture of captivating new research and well considered revisionism observer exceptional
holland s success is built in part on an engaging writing stule and in part on a genuinely fresh
approach to events wall street journal the best of the new generation of ww2 historians
sebastian faulks
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